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The Richmond Whig, after counselling
moderation and forbearance on the part of the
white people mow that the iniquitous Civil
Rights bill has bscome a law, thereby disap-
pointing and discomforting the conspirators
against the public peace and liberty, says:
“There are some of the more intelligent,
sagacious, and thoughtful of the black people,
wko, bowever far they may be from reaching
into the depths of the future and seeing the
conclusion of it all in the end, have a sufficient
appreciation of the immediate surroundings of
the situation, and enough of self respect, we
trast, to induce them to discountenance all
insolent intrusions upon the proprieties of
sooial life as it is now in the South, and in the
name of peace, and for the sake of the existing
relations between the two races, to repress as
far as practicable any swaggering bravado, or
insulting invasion of personal rights, to which
others of their color may be moved, either by
the machinations of bad white men behind
them, or by their own disposition to exemplify
their liberties in a license that cannot be en-
dured.”

The House of Representatives,last night, by
a vote of 149 yeas to 80 nays, adopted Judge
Poland’s report on affairs in Arkansas, which
recommends that no interference with the ex-
isting State Goveroment is deemed becessary.
This was opposed by Mr. Ward, who wmoved
the minority report of the committee made by
bimself, declariog that Brooks was legaliy elect.
od GGoveroor uoder the Constitution of 1868,
and entitled to serve uatil the end of his term
in 1877. This was rej:cted by yeas 80, pays
153. Geo. Batler then begao to filibuster. He
first moved and secured a yea and pay vote to
lay Judge Puland’s report on the table, which
failed. He then moved to recoosider the vote,
but Speaker Blaine did ot entertain it, but
brought the House te a direct vote on the ma-
jority report of the committee. Duriog the
peodency of the proceedings the two Arkansas
Senators were oo the floor, but left in disgust
whben Mr. Ward’s proposition was rejected.
They thought with the support of the Presi-
dent they could easily carry it through. Dawes,
Garfield, Hale of Maine, Hawley, of Coonee-
ticut, and maoy of the leading Republicans
voted in suppot of the Poland report.

Captaio General Concba has sziled frow
Havapa for Spain. He issued a proclamation
before his departure, in which be says: “'I
leave you less prosperous than.you were in
1852 and 1859, as the insurrection still devas-
tates extensive, although priocipally barren,
portions of the island. I did uot promise you
oo wy arrival to liberate you from this evil,
for I said the war had lasted and might be pro-
longed, owing to its peculiar conditions. Bat
the character of the war has chaoged.” The
Captain General refers to foreigners command-
iog the eoemy, terms the insurzeots baodits,
and declares their plaos in the Cioco Villas dis-
triot have beeo frustrated, He closes by telling
the people that io order to restore peace io the
island it will be oecessary for them to sacrifice
part of their fortunes, pay the public debt,
aod maintain the army and pavy io ao efficient
condition. The soldiers, volunteers and fire-
men are complimented for their patriotic ser-
vices.

Adjutant Geoeral Lorenzo Thomas, died in
Washington yesterday in the 720d year of his
age. During Presideot Johoson’s admioistra-
tion he was the ad tnterim secretary of war,
but never exercised the duties of the office, be-
cause Stanton would ** stick. "’ Gen. Thomas
was born at Newcastle, Del., in 1804. He eo-
tered at West Point when sixteen years of age,
and graduatiog four years after, became oo the
1st of July, 1823, a secoad lieutenant of the
4th infantry. His first active service in the
ficld was in the Florida war in 1842. After
that he held prominent positions in the army
duriog the Mexizan war, serviog oo the staffs
of Geoeral William O. Butler, of Teopessee,
a:d Gen. Taylor, and after that he was attach-
o1 to the staff of Gen. Scott, and statioved in
New York, Duriog the late war, and after the
resigonation of Gen. Cooper, he was made ad
jutaot general of the army.

In the Seoate, yesterday, the Reveoue bill
was taken from the table and Mr. Merrimoo
offered an amendment strikiog out the second
section taxing tobacco, which was rejected.
Seoator Johoson moved to strike out the con-
tract clause regardiog tobacco, which was re-
j cted. The bill was then brought out of the
Committee of the Whole and put before the
Senate on the question of Mr. Johoston's
amendment, adopted in comwittee, against
taxiog the stock of tobacce on haod, and was
the only ameodment adopted in Commiuee of
the Whole. Io the full session of the Senate
it was rejected, leaving the bill as passed by the
House. After several speeches the bill was
passed precisely es it came from the House,

The Washiogton correspondent of the Balti-
more Awmerican says :—'*President Grant aod
the Cabinet spent the greater part of yester-
day at the Capitol. The President empbatica-
ly denied that he had waived the possibiliry of
calliog ao extra session. He puts the line of
dewarcation oo the point as to whether or not
the Sundry Civil Appropriation bill is passed.
It that fails he will certainly call an extra ses-
sion; but if only the Deficiency and River and
Harbor Appropriation biils should not be pass-
ed, be would ot be likely to call an extra ses-

sion, unless between now and November be
should be convinced of the existence of some
greater necessity than he now foresees.”

The tax bill is ueder coosideration io the
House of Delegates. It fills sixty six printed
pages aod contaios 110 seetions, It will oceu-
py the House for séveral days, although the
matter and the principles involved are pretty
much the same as characterized the bill passed
last session.

Mr. Armstroog moved to amend section 20
(tax ou merchaots) by striking out “forty,
aud ipserting ‘‘sixty,”’ so that it will read,
“apd for all purchases over $2,000 and
less thap £00,000, there shall be paid a tax of
one half of one per pentum." ere.

Mr. Williams offered a substitute for the
section, 50 as to provide a tax of ope-third of
ope perct. onall purchases over $2,000 and
less than £40.000; 25 cts. oo $100 oo all pur-
chases over £40.000 aud less thao $60.000;
£60,000 to $80,000, 20 cts.; $80,000 to F100,-
0uY, 15 ceots, ete.

After much debate the sectlon was passed by.

At a meetiog of the British Association in
Richmond the other day it was recommended
to the General Assembly that Gov. Kemper be
appoioted a commissioner to proceed to Eog-
land to represcat to intending iwmigrants the
advantages Virgioia possesses. 1f the $10,000
just appropriated by the General Assembly for
the encouragement of imwigration is inade-
quate to meet all expenses the Association will
cootribute of their means if their suggestion as
to Gov. Kemper is aceepted.

President Graot und Secretary Bristuw were
at the Capitul yesterday and endeavored all in
their power to convioce members of Congress
that the Revenue bill must be passed in order
to keep guod the natiopal prowise to foreigo
bondhulders, aud to preveat the troubles to
the Governweot that might arise fiom the
peglect of the Sivking Fund requircment.
They also urged the local pecessities iuvolved
in the passage of the River and Harbor Ap-
propriation bill,

A dispatch from Richmoud says that some
of the pegroes there are beginning to exercise
their rights uoder the Civil Rights bill. Dur-
ing yesterday several parties visited various
restaurants, iocludivg the bar-room at the Kx-
change Hotel, and in opoe instance a barber
shop, and demauded to be waited upon. They
were refused in cvery instance and ordered
out. Nothing is kaown as to what the parties
thus treated will do.

There are three appropriation bills still peod-
ing in Coogress. The Senate has before it the
Sundry Civil bill and the River and Harbor
bill, avd the House has oot yet disposed of the
Deficicoey bill.  The first of these three is pe-
cessary to the carrying on of the Governweot,
and Washiogtos dispatches indicate that if the
two Huuses do not get through with it by
Thursday an extra session may be called by
the President.

Dr. D Koven's confirmation as Bishop of
Illioois is becoming problematical. The Stand
ing Committees of four other dioceses have
passed upon his case, aod Alabama is the only
one which has decided in his fuvor. The Stand-
ing Committee of the New York Diocese yes-
terday voted agaiost De Koven, and at the
same time decided against Dr. Jagear, whose
powioation to the Southern Ohio Bishoprie is
still uoconfirmed.

The Lyochburg Virginian says that Edward,
son of Mr. E. R. Baylor, ot Glade Spring.
aged about fitteen years, while guoning op
Mouoday of last week was wortally wouoded by
the discharge of his guo. He was creepiog
through a feoce, and while druwiog the guo
after him, it was discharged, lodgiog the con-
teats in his breast. He lingered till Tuesday
moroing.

The Baltimore and Ohio and Peonsylvania
Railroads have further reduced their rates of
fare to points west. A telegram from New
York reports that an effort is beiog made by
leadiog railroad officiale at New York to bring
about a compromise of the difficulties betweeo
the two companies.

The State Treasurer of Marylaod gives no-
tice that the transfer books of the State will be
closed on the 10th of March, 1875, No trans-
fers will be made after that date uotil the 18:h
of April, 1875, except the Maryland Defence
Loan, the Hospital Loao, and the Maryland
State Loan.

Thomas, of Heory county, was the only pa-
tive Republican from Virgioia who voted for
the infamous Force bill that passed the House
oo Saturday night. Seoer, of the Fredericks-
burg District, and Swith of the Richmood Dis-
trict, voted agaiost it.

The grand jury of the Hustiogs court, of
Richmond, have found an iodictment agaiost
Samuel F. Maddozx, a radical State Seoator, for
swindling Robert Beattle of $42.

Rev. W. D. Hatcher of Petersburg has heen
chosen pastor of the Grace street Baptist church
io Richmound, to fill the vacancy caused by the
resignation of Rev. N. W. Wilson,

Henry Fowler, a colored porter of the Na-
tional Baok of Virginia, in Richmond, disap-
peared mysteriously oo Friday night. Ou Suo-
day his body was found in the river.

Sepator Lewis, yesterday received a telegram
anpounciog the dangerous illoess of his sister
at Wiochester, Va., and left at once for that
place.

Mr. W. D. Quesenberry, ot Caroline coun-
ty bas beeo elecied President pro tem of the
State Sepate in place of Judge Thomas,elccted
Licutenant Goveroor.

The interaal revenue collections in the Rich-
mond district fur February awounted to $583 -
UT7.02 of which $573,080 95 was for tobaceo
stamps.

Mr. Joho 'i‘éém‘ﬁs:_é_ well koowa citizen of
Fredericksburg died in that place on Thursday
in the 64th year of his age.

Mrs. Jeferson Kinuey,who lives near Staun-
ton, lost oo last Thursday vight, 25 out of a
fluck of 30 sheep, by dogs.

A pubiic house in Baltimore was closed up
yesterday on account of the Civil Rights bill,

The Goveroor has appointed H. T. Garrison
a notary publie for Stafford county.

The Court of Appeals ot Virginia wcets in

Richmord oo the 9th,

| SPEECH OF HON. EPPA HUNTON,

OF VIRGINIA.
In the House of Representatives, on Wed-
vesday, February 4, oa the bill to protect all
citizens in their civil and legal rights, Mr.

Hunton, of Virgioia said:

Mr. Speaker, so much has been said oo the
civil-rights bill that but little ean be uttered
uow either new or ioterestig. Avd yet I do
oot feel ut liberty to suffer a vote to be takeo
without at least a protesc agaiost it. This bill
is desigoed as one of the series of laws passed
by the dowivact party to recoustruct the South-
ern Stutes after tue war. It will be iustructive
to trace thislegislation and to aseertain whether
it has vot beeu uu absolute failure, aod If so,
whether Congress should pot hesitate befure
passiog this the wost damagiog and 1osultiog
of the serics.  When the war ended what was
the condition ot the peuple of the ten Southern
States whict attempted to withdraw [rom the
Uuiou ? They were stnipped of all their per-
sonal property; they bad vothiug left but taeir
lands and ther debts: io maovy iostunces these
lauds bad been devastated by the contending
arwies,

Scarcely cao be found on record an instance
where a people so huoestly “‘aceepted the situ-
ation”’ after u great war, aud so earoestly weot
to work to repair their broken fortuoes and
provide for the necessities of their families.

Io iliastrating the effects of the poliey of re-
coustruerion 1 shall maialy speak of Virgioia,
wy owu State, the ooe least affected by this
policy.

When the war ended the people of Virginia
tound that our grand old State bhad been dis-
wem bered and ooe-third of her territory torn
from her by revolutionary means: ber ownState
goveroment driven out at the poiot of the bay-
onet, and what waskoowno asthe Pierpoint gov-
ersment took possessivo of the State. L'his
goveromeot 10 both branches ot its Legislature
cousisted, I believe, of thirteen perrous elected
by a few oitizeus in a few of the counties along
the border of the State under the cootrol of the
Federsl Army. ‘The Virginians submwmitted
quietly, peacefully to this government. obeyed
1ts laws, held elections under it, aad seut a full
Legislature to Richmoud at the close of the
year 1865, But this governmeot was too mild
1o the opioion of the party controliiog the Fed-
cral Goverowent fur a subjugated people: the
laws were enforeed too tawmely.,  Pierpolot was
removed and H, H. Wells, a straoger to the
State, was appointed in his stead without even
the pretense of law.

The thirtecsth amendwent to the Coostitu-
tion was adopted. This was rauficd by Virgio-
ia, us 0ae of the tovereign States, and abolish-
ed slavery in the State. It was oot enough to
deprive us of property io our slaves which we
all accepted us the legitimate result of the war,
but we had by the adoption this ameodment to
preseot the appearauce of indorsing and agiee-
iog to the wrong. We hoped this would suffice
and that we would be left iu peace to rehabili-
tate our State government and repair our wast-
ed lortunes. Bot po; republican vepgence was
put near sated. Qo the 16th day of Juoe, 1866,
the Congress of the Uvited States adopted a
juiot resolution proposiog another—the four-
teenth amendment to the Coopstitution—the
sole object of which was the oppression and
prostration of the Southern States and to take
the State governments from the baods of their
own people and place them in the hands of
carpet-baggers aod the lately emancipated
slaves, too recently emancipated to be capable
of exercising the functions of electors or law-
makers.

The third aod most objectionable section of
this amendment is in these words:

No person shall be a Senator or Represen‘a-
tive in Congress, or elector of President and
Yice-Presiaent, or kold any office, civil or mili-
tary, under the United States, or under any
State, who kaving previously tuken an oath, as
a member of Congress, or as an officer of the
United States, or us a member of any State Leg-
islature, or as un executive or judicial officer of
any State, to support the Constitution of the
United States‘ ehull have enguged in insurrec-
tion or rebellion against the sume, or given aid
or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress
muy, by a vote of two.thirds of esch House, re-
movy such disability.

By it waoy, bay, most, of our best and most
experieuced people were proscribed, aod the
offices thrown ioto the hands of ipexperienced
young wen, who had eogaged in the ‘“‘rebel-
livn’’ to the sawe extent as the others but were
too young to bold offices requiriog the oath bs
fore the war.

I'bis resolution was never submitted to Pres-
ident Johnson for hisapproval or veto, but was
trapswitted directly tothe States. Itrequired
for the raufication of it twenty-eight States be-
fore it became a part of the Coustitution.
Twenty-iwo ratified, two did not aet, and thir-
teen, coosisting of Keotucky, Delaware, Mary-
land, aod the ten States lately the Coofederate
States, refused to ratifyit. It was then main-
tained, I believe for the first time, that these
ten States were not States in the Union, aod
the ratification by the twenly-two States was
complete, and they were wot to be counted in
obtaining the three-fourths for ratification.
Those who had therefore contended that the
war was waged to preserve the Union, sod to
prevent these States from lcaving the Ugion,
suddenly shifted tbeir ground and maintained
that they were no longer States of the Federal
Uoion. But well-founded apprehensions exist-
ed that this doctrine would be beld errooeous
when passions subsided aod that this article
would be decided to have no placein the Con-
stitution. Busides this, the people in these
Southern States were getting along too well and
and too peacefully; there were no disorders, no
bloodshed: all had eomparatively good State
governwents, The angry passions eogerdered
by the war were rapidly passing away. Slavery,
the one idea oo which the republican party had
been founded, had been abolished and settled
furever. There was great daoger that the re-
pub'ican party, haviog sccomplished its mission
would die, and its party leaders sought a pre-
text for contiouing the excitement and keepiog
up the bitterness between the sections. They in-
augurated the reconstruction measures, s Pao-
dora's bux of evils to the South chiefly but car-
tyiog in tueir traio widespread evil and iojury
to the whole conotry, The first of the series
was approved March 2, 1867, aud by the first
gection of it the ten Svuthern State were swept
out of existence and divided into five militory
districts,

The second section assigns ao officer of the
Army oot below the rank of brigadier-general
to commacd each of these districts.

The third section imposed on these com-
macdiog geverals the doty “‘to protect all per-
sous io their rights of personsand property, to
suppress insurrection, disorder, and violeoce
and to pupish or cause to be punished ail dis
turbers of the peace and erimivals.” It also
uuthorized them to organize military commis-
sions or tribuoals for the trial of offenders.

The fourth section limited the execution of
the senteuce of the military tribupal where it
affected property or liberity till it was approved
by the commanding general, and of the seoteoce

-of death till it was approved by the President.

The fifth section provides for the admission
of these military districts into the Uoion as
States:

When they hai adopted a constitution framed
by a convention of delegates elected by the male
citizens of such Sta'es twenty one years old, of
all races, color, or previous condition who
resided in the Stute one year and who had p(t
buen disfranchised by participa:ion in the re
bellion or by leleny st cummon [aw; snd when
sucu constitution sgall provide thut the elective
franchise shall be enjoyed by ail such persons
as huve the qualificstion of electors of delegates
herein stated ; and when such constitation shall
have beén ratified by & mejority of the per:ons
voling on the ratfeation who are qualified s«
electors for delogates; and when such constitu-
tion shull have been submitted to Congress for
examination and approval and Congre:s shall
have npproved the saine; and when ssid State

by a vote of its Legislature elected under esid

conetitution shall have adopted the amendment |
to the Constitution of the United States known '
as the fourteenth amendment; and when suid |
urticle shall have becomea part of the Constitu- !
tion, said State sh 1l bo entitled to representation

in Congress, and Scnators und Rep:esentatives

shall bs admitted therefrom on their taking the

oath prescribed by law ; and theresfter the pre-

ceding sections of this sct shall be inoperative

in =aid State: Provided, That no person exc.ui-

ed from holding ottice by snid proposed umond-

ment to the Constitution shall be eligible to elec-

tion to the convention or sllowed to vote for

members ot such convention.

This act was passed over the veto of Presi-
deot Johuson, and when on its passage was
characterized by a member of this House (Hon.
Fernando Wood, of New York) as the “'most
damuable act of this wost damoable Congress.”
A resolution of ceosure was adupted. Purlia-
wentary usage may have been violated, but
history will vindicate the truth of his deounei-
ation of this bill. By it ten States, sovereign
States, some of them embraced in the original
thirteen which achieved iudependence, were
avuibilated and cooverted ioto wilitary dis-
tricts, in whick property and personal liberty
had no other proteetion than was found io
wilitary comwission; where life itself could be
taken by such tribunal it its sentence wus ap-
proved by the President of the Umied Staces.
It would be supposed that party hate and see-
tional malignity would be satisfied by the pro-
visions of this bill, avd that wheo these ‘*mili-
tary districts’ were ullowed to emerge from
this state of vassalage and again be admitted
into the privileges of the Union they would
have been permitted to come back as sover-
eigo States. But not so. Wheao military vas-
salage became ivsupportable, and these Stutes
were forced at any cost to get rid of it, they
found their way buack ioto the Union hedged
in and surrounded by the provisos, conditious.
and limitations of the fifth section. They were
compelled to elect delegates to the eouventions
to frame constitutious in a wode preseribed by
the act of Couvgress; compelled to allow per-
sons to vote who theretofore had oot exercised
the elective fraochise; compelled to excinde
both from voting aod membership muany of
their most trusted, expericuced, and peaceable
eitizens; compelled to submit their constitu-
tious to the examioatioo and approval of Coo-
gress; compelled to adopt the fourteenth
amendment, which hod been rejected by them;
compelled to act agaiost their will as a sover-
eign State io ratifying this amendmeot before
they could be allowed aoy other privileges of a
State ; compelled io most cases by the peculiar
provisions to surrender themselves for loog
years to the rule of carpet-baggers and the ig-
porant colored populaiion. Other laws were
epnacted declaratory of this wile law, which
made its provisions more odivus aod oppres-
sive. Time would fail it I attempted to truce
and comment oo all.

The filteesth amendment to the Constitu
tion was adopted, which declares—

That the right of a citizen of the TInited
States to vote shall not be Jenied or abridged
by any State on account of rtuca, color, or pre-
vious condition of servitude.

The fourteeath amendwment forces the States
to accept the colored people as citizens, aod
the fifteeoth compelled them to clothe these
same colored people with the elective franchise
and eligibility to office, while they deprived
thousands of the best white citizens of these
inestimable privileges.

By these provisions pearly all the Southern
States in accepting the terws aod conditioos of
these laws and coopstitutional amendmerts, in
riddiog themselves of their state of military
vassalage, passed under the misrule of carpet-
baggers and pegroes. Some are still under this
wisrule, while wost of them have alter years
of trial secured the goverumeuts to the resl
bona fide people of the States, and ure vow eo-
joying tolerably good goveromecots, admioister-
ed by themselves, under which all persous of
whatever color are protected in the enjoyment
of all their rights.

The fate of down-trodden South Carolina
seems almost hopeless, Still uoder the State
government forced upon ber she rewaios, and
will it is feared lovg remaio, 8 wovuwent to
the hate of sectional maliguity. Louisiava
would be free but for the upauthorized and
tyranoical interference of the Fuderal Ixceu-
uve. This poliey of recoustruction was not the
emanation of statesmanship, was oot designed
to restore these States to cqual privileges in
the Uvion, was not pursued to briog back ma-
terial prosperity to these States; but was coo-
ceived in batred and iutended to ruise up a

erace of voters subservient to the dictates of the

radical party and designed to be the meaos of
controlliog the polities of these Siates. What
bas beeo the effeet of this poliey upon the ma-
terial interests of these States? The people,
borae to the very dust by the ravages of the
war, stripped of their labor, with vothing but
their naked lands to pay their dubts and make
a living for themselves and their familics, have
been systematically robbed aod plucdered by
these goveroments forced upon them by the
reconstruction policy, and which were ruo by
persons haviog little or oo ioterest io them,
until maoy of them became bauvkrupt, and the
people, uvable to pay the tux«s nccessary to
pay the debts contracted by these govern-
meots, are being sold out by the tax-gatherer,
aod their iands returned delivquent will so0o
be rold for the taxes due on thew, The whole
southern couotry is to-day laoguishing in ul-
most hopeless baokruptey, caured mainly by
the effects of this policy of reconstruction.
The debts of these Southero States have

been increased more than $200,000,000, as fol-
lows:

Alabama:
Debts due July 1, 1861....ccvvveene $5,938,054 87
Debts due July 1, 187l cvcerernneenn. 38,381,967 37

Arkansas:
Debts and liabilities in 1861..........
Debts and liabilities in 1871..........

Florida:
Debts and liabi'itiss in 1868.......«.
Debts and liabilities in 1871..cueeeess

403,952 87
19.761,265 62

528,856 95
15,763,447 54

Georgia:
Debts and lisbilities in 1860 about. 3 070,000 00
Debts snd lisbilities in 1871..c...... 44,137,500 00
Louisiana:

10,079,074 34

Debts and liabilities in 1861
e 41,194 473 91

Debts snd lisbilities in 1871.....
North Carolina:

Debts and linbilities in 1861, ......... 9,699,500 00

Deabts and lisbilities in 1871.......... 34,887,467 85
South Carolina:

‘Debts apd liabilities in 1861..........

Debts and liabilities in 187L..........

4,000,000 00
20 158,914 47

Mississippi:
Debts and liabilities in 18061.......... None.
Debts and lialilities in 1870.......... $1,796,971 40
Tennessee :
I'ebts and lisbilitiea in 1861.......... 20,105,606 G6
Debts and liabilitie: in 1871..uueen.. 45,688,203 48
Texus:
Do debt before the war.
Debts and lisbilities in 1871, in- - _
cluding railroad bonds.............. 17,000 000 00
Virginis: =
Debts and liabilitics in 1861 ......... 31,938 144 59
Debts snd linbilities in 1871....ueve. 47,390,839 95

These debts have io wany instauc:s beeo di-
mipished sioce the States have escuped from
the clutehes of the vultures who bad seiz-d
the bodies-politic and preyed upon their very
vitals. But what cared they for the prosperity
of thess States, su loog as they accumulated
fortuoes and eojuyed their own saluries? The
tax-payers oo whom the State depecded often
had oo vuice in the government of the State;
they were carefully excluded by the terms of
reconstruction, Tnose who imposed the tazes
paid but little, in maoy iostapces pone.,  Take
South Carolina as an example, probably as ex
treme as any. Ip 1871 the executive officers
paid taxes as follows :

Governor R. K Scoutbeciniinianinnes None
Lieutennnt Governor L. Bou st $18 90U
Adjutant and Inspector Genersl F. J.

DLOBBE; JPussassnss insansuassossonnss smasssnsanionse 100
Secretury of State F. L. Cardez ..o None
Comptroller General J. L. Neagle....... None
Trexsurer N. J. Parker........oocees ooee NoDO
Attoruey General D. H. Chamberlain... None

None

Sup't. of Education J. K. Jillson..........

B j L

Instances without vumber might be given
where the people have been swivdled by their
corrupt rulers foreed upou them by the action
ol Cougress.  The effect of this State rule peed
bardiy be told. Puverty stures the people in
the foee ; their very heurt has been crushed
out ; their property, the little lelt atrer the
war, hus been sacrificed. Thousands upoo
thousands have beeu furced ivto bankruptey.
The effcet of ali this is vut confined to the debe-
er class.  The ereditor loses the debts due him,
oud be sink- from ufluence or indepeudence to
poverty. Ruio s vow stariog thousands in
the fuce who up to this time have weathered
the storm.  Agriculture, wavufactures, and all
vther industries ure lauguishiog, There seems
to be o relicl for the present, o hope for the
fu:ure. '

Are the bad effeets of these laws contived to
Southern Srates 7 No couotry us a whole cap
thrive when a large portiou of it is so erippled.
When the condition of the husiness of the
Northerv and Westero States, siimu'ared into
unvatural prosperiry by the war, has cowe
down to the vatgral condittons ol a natioon at
peace, we find comweree, trade, agriculture,
wivltg, aod all other industries lavguishivg,
pattiy, il not maioly, oo accouot of the coudi-
tion of these Southern States, which afford the
warket fur the North,  What weavs the ery
fur bread trom the thoussnds of uoewpliyed
poor at the North? Meo apxious to work,
but who cau tivd none. Look in any direction
you choose, puverly and distress stare you 1o
the fuce.  Is aoy one so blind that he caunot
see that this stute of affuirs owes its existence
io u great deeree to the destitution of these
Svuthern States caused by Federal oppressiou
aod outrage ?

The eyes of the people of this couontry are
beiog opened to the true coodition of affairs.
They already begio to sce the disastrous effects
of reputlican legislaiion on the whoule country,
aod that the r publicas party, which owed 1ts
existewee and sueeess to the projudice against
slavery, was atlewpting to perpetuata its puw-
er or prolapg its cxisteoce vy kecping alive the
hatred between the sections aud cotailiog ruin
on the whole country.  The clections last fall
affurded some iudicatiou of the awakeving of
the people to the true coudition of atfairs. This
braveh of the present Coogress shows a majori
ty ol about one bundred fur th : republican par-
ty, The Uopgress which suceeds this on the
4th of pext March will shuw 1n this braocch
about seventy majorityagaiost this party, This
political revolution, unexawpled in the bistory
of parties, is full of meaving, [t weans that
the days of this party, the authors of so wueh
wisery und woe to the South, so wuch fivan-
cial distress to the whole couotry, are oum-
bered.

I bug the republican party to pause—to ceass
this releatless war no the peopie of the South,
Do the leaders of this party wsu further to
depress the white meo of the South and ele-
vate 1he colored meo to social equality 2 Why
press this civil rights bill, whieh will be so io-
jurious to both races ? 1 lear the machioery
of purty and the party will be or have been sue-
cesslully used to effeet this ofjeet. The rules
of this House, which have guverned it for
more thao fifty years have becn changed for
the purpose of forcing this aod other biils
through this House to the projudice of the
S uth.

But wheoce is the power derived to pass this
bill 7 We bave beeu taught to belicve that
this Guveroment was ooe of limited powers,
deriving all its p wers from the Constitution of
the United States, aod that this Federal Gov-
ernment had no power over any subjeet unless
granted by the Couostitution. We kuow that the
power Lo pass such luws as this oever was eluim-
ed till the fuurtveuth ameodment became a
part of the Coostitution. Ler us see bricfly if
upy such power was given or ioteoded to be
giveo by that amevdaweot. It is claimed that
the first and fifih sections of this amendment
gixe this power. Uupless fouod in these two
sections, the passage of this law will be a plain
usurpation of power reserved to the States.

See 1. All persons born or naturalized in the
United States and subject to the jurisdiction
thersof are citizans of tue Unitod States and of
the State wharein thoy reside No State shall
muke or enforce uny law which shall abridge
the privileges or immunities of cil zsns of the
United Stutes ; nor shall sny State deprive any
person ol life, liberty, or proper'y, with-ut due
process of isw ; nor deny to uny person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the lnws,

sSce 5 The Congress shall have power te en-
foree, by appropriate legislation, the provizions
of this articie.

The first clause of the frst scetion makes all
persoons (white and colored, native aod patur-
alized) eitizeos of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside.  This provides for
two classes of citizzuship, of the United States
and of the State whereio they reside. The
sccond clause provides that—

No State shall make or enforee any law which
shall ubridge the priviliges and immunities o!
citizens of the United Stat s.

The prohibition upen the States is agaiost
the passage or coforeement of a law which shall
abridge the privileges and imwunitics of citi-
zeos of the United States, but pot the privilegs
apd immunities of the citizen of a State. Now,
it is clear from the words of this scetion the
privileges aod immuvities of the United States
may be of obe class and those of a State of
apother and quite a different class ; and if this
be true, then this umendmeot gives no power
to Congress over these privileges ol citizens of
the State. What are the privileges of citizzns
of a State ? Judge Washiogton, in the case
of Uorfield vs, Coryell, in 3 Washiogton's Cir-
cuit Court Reports, 371, thus defives them :

‘We feel no hesitation in confining these ex-
pressions to tnose privileges and 1mmunities
which are in their nsture fundasmental, which
belong of right to citizens ot all free govern-
ments, and which have atall times been enjoyed
by the cilizens ot the seversl States which com

ose the Union from the time of their becoming

ree, independent and sovereign. What thase
fundamental principles are it would be more
than ditficult to enumerste. They may be com-
prehended, however, under the following gen
eral heuds: Protection by the Government, the
enjoyment of life und liberty, with the rightto
scquire und possess property of every kind, and
to pursue and obtsin huppiness snd eafety, sub-
ject, nevertheless, to ruch restraints as the Gov-
ernment may justly prescribe for the general
good ol the whole,

Tiese are the privileges and immunities of
citizens of States, and they cover every ooe of
the provisivus of this bill. The privileges and
iwmunities of citizens of the United States are
to be found ouviy in the Copstitution of the
United States, and no such privileges as are
sought to be given iuv this bill can be found io
the Coostitution. An iilustration of the priv-
ileges and iwmupities of citiz:os of the United
Siates way be found in the fourth article of
the first awendwent, which says:

The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, house:, papers, und ¢ fcts, sguinst un-
reasonable searches and seizures, shall not be
violatea, &c.

The power given in this amendment to legis-
late being coufined to the privileges and 1w-
wuoities of citizews of the United States, Con-
gress has no right to iovade the exclusive do-
maio of State legislation and meddie with these
fupdawental privileges of the citizens of the
States. This view is fully sustaioed by the
decision of the Supre Court of the United
States in the celebrated Slaughter-house cases,
16 Wallace's Repurts, aud of the supreme
court of Ohio io the case of The State vs, The
City of Ciocinuati, 19 Qhio, 178,

But if, by the ingeouity ot coustruction, the
language of this amendment could be made to
ewbrace these tundaweotal privileges which
beluog 2lupe to the citizeo of the Siates, still
:he coostitutivnal difficuity woald remain. The
language of the amecudm:ot is that oo State
s?all muke or eofurce auy such law, oot thai
Coogress may make such a law. It isa pro
bibition upon a State, wota puwer couferred
oo Coogress. It is a power given to the courts

of the Federal Goveroment to declare uocou-

stitutiovul sod void any such law as may be
passedd by the States  Itis a power given to
the Federai Government only to pass upon the
validity ol State laws oo this subjeet, and cag-
aot be u power given to Ceogress to act by leg-
islativu dircetly o the persous of the State by
entoreing peoalties for violatiog its provisions

The Covstitution declares that no State uhnii
pass a law impairing the obligations of eyg-
truc:s, [z caooot be and never hus been cog-
teoded thaut this provisiou epabled Unogress 1o
weddle by legislation with the private con-
tracts of citizeus of the several States, but only
gave to the Federa! courtsthe power to deelare
all such laws uocoostitutional aod void which
twpair the obligations of eontracts.  This illus.
tration is familiar to every lawyer. Butitis
maintained that the fifth sce'ion, which gives
t Congress the power to eoforce by appro-
priate legislation the provisivns of the feur-
eenth article, gives the power to Coogress o
pass this bill.  The power coutaived io this
fifth sec:ion was already graoted by the lust
cluuse ol the vighth section of the frst article
of the original Copstitution, which says :

The Congress shall have power to make sl
luws whick shall be necessary and proper for
currying into exccu ion the foregoing powers
and ull other powers vested by this Constitution
in the Guvernment o the United Stases, orin
any Department or officer thereof,

As well contend that this last clause author-
zed the Googress wo enter the wide field of leg-
islation reguluting contracts between eiuzens
of the States as that the fifth section of the
fourteenth amendwent cooferred on the Con-
gress the right to pass this bill,  The weaniog
of both is that Covgress shall s0 provide that
the Federal judiciary shall have the power aud
weaus to declare apy such laws uoconstitutional
and void. This has already been done by the
judicinry act and awendwme-ots thereto,

But this bil should not pass it the power of
Congress to pass it was conceded and plain, It
professes to be ftor the beoefit of the colored
man. Lt is believed it will be ruioovus alike to
the white aud colred race.

I desire to say here that the white people of
the South generally hase po such prejudices
against the blacks as are aseribed to thew by
the peo;le of the Northern States. They are
willing and desirous to give them protectiou in
every right and to concede to them cquality
before the luw; but they will resist by all legal
weans every aitempt, whether in or out of
Congress, to establish social cquality between
the races. There stiil rewains wuch of the
feeliog of kindoess toward the colored people
which existed in the days of slavery. Duriog
the war, wheo the white wale population was
in the army, their wives and duughters were
often left at home uuder the proteetion of the
slaves. Mupy of thew deserted their posts
when the Federal Arwmy approsched, bue 1
koow of oo ivstance io which this tust was be-
trayed Ly violeuce. When the war eoded and
the frecdom of the slaves was aw aceepted fact
in the Southero States, they were orderly aod
polite. Kindoess existed between the men who
but receutly oceupicd the relation of master
aud slave, which relation had just been rudely
sundered by the fate ot war,

Not until the meanest of the northero peo-
ple came among us and sowed the seeds of dus-
conteat and impertiveuce did we see aoy mis-
behavior on the part of the colored mea, And
even now, alter they bave been used by the
republican party as political tools and seuti-
ments of hatred to the whites have been care-
fully instilled into their wiods, 1 say, without
fear of suceessful contrudi¢tivn, that oo race of
people, as igoorant, uader the same circum-
stances have b haved so well. It is not preju-
dice or a feeling ol uukivdoess to the eolored
wan that iufluences the opposition of the

southern white wan to this bill, but a siocere
desire for the wellure of both races and a wish
to live together iu peace.

We feel that peace in the South is a neces-
sity to us. Qur furbesrsoce uoder so wmapy
provncations vught tw satisty the most skepti-
cul that wo are determined il possivle to keep
the peace. We desire, therefure, to keep away
all sources of irritation, all causes of collision,
many of which will follow in the traio of this
bill when it becimss a law,

W ho does pot know, who koows the colored
mau, that he would vever have desired wized
gchools, wixed sittings at hotels, theatres, io
cars, io steamboats, and asylums, if’ he had not
been industricusly taught to demand thew,auvd
even now " the great body of the race does oot
desire any such “'privilege.” To many, I be-
lieve iu all, of e Svuthera Siates they have
now the privileges of all ¢xeept at hotels aod
in public sehouls and asyluws,

Where is the comwuuity in the Northero
States which would patroviz: any hotel where
colored men were allowed to come to the same
table aod sit between wun aud wife? An at-
temwpt to furce this oo auy Svuthern commuaity
will eodaoger the peace of that commuoity.
Where is the Northero hotel keeper that would
like 10 be forecd to reecive culored people and
give them wix d sitting with his white guests,
it especially the colored gunosts outoumber the
white, as wight be the case in wauvy localities
iv the South? We are impressed with the
belief that the mixture of the two races io lu-
patic and deal sod duwmb asylums will destroy
them io the South, and thus break down the
wost uvselul and bevificent charitable iostitu-
tions in our land.

Virginia has striven hopestly under a thous-
and difficuities tu give the evlored people their
rights, but io sowe particulars, for the good of
both races, bas given them separate rights.
She has established an asyium for colored lu-
patics, well provided aod well governed, the
first ever estublished in the world. But the
worst feature of the various aweodments to
thie bill is that providiog for mixed public
schoils. Vireinia has ouly rioce the war en-
tered upon the free sehool system of education,
gnd though by her Cunsiitution she was oot
compelled to coter upon it till 1876, it was
takeo hold of at vnee. We in that State felt
the neeessity of instructing and educating the
eolored people, and the system ivaugurated in
1871 has slready attaiped large proportions.
T'u appreciate fully the progress we have made
in public schools you wust lovk at our impov-
erished condition, A people almost baukrupt
have done worders toward educating the child-
ren of both races, By the last aonual report
of W. H. Ruffuer, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, pages 122 and 123, it will be seen
that the State speut oo this uew system of ed-
ueatioo fur the last year the following sums :

For pay of teachers . ..ccoiviinnvieininne $698,2406 44
1'or rent, fuel, I'ghts, &, ., 80 189 16
For pay of Superintendents ........... - 4t 481 84
For pay of tressurers and assessors, 24,117 48
For pay of district elerks............... 14,142 62
Expences of central ¢ffic .. 5,908 21
For real estate, buildings, and re-
PRI Eiesuisianivssississusinssinssnisananinise 120,248 86
For furniture und school apparatus. 11,405 ¥4
Agzregating............. S — 1,004,990 U2
The school population, page 117 :
Wohibesiiimiamnnnivcirivmsevis 50000
Colored..ccceesvevenenes srciniaveee TS BLT

lo 1874 the white atieodance was only 2 per
cent, better than that of the colored, and the
colored attendaoce of 1874 was three per ct.
better than the white attendance of 1873. This
will show the epormous outlay for the State
uoder the eircumstances and the very favorable
progress made in educatiog the colured people,
All this has been accomplished under State
laws aud 1o separate schools. Wy interfere
with us ? Mixed sehools forced upon us by act
of Cougress will destroy the system of free
chools, aud ip two years there will oot be a free
school 1o Virginia.
Io this sawe report of our accomplished
aud efficicot Superintendent there is 8 digest
ol the reports of eounty superintendents, eom-
wepcing 0o page 42, in mauvy of which expres-
sions like this oceur:
But should the Civil Kights bill or any bill
providing for mixed schools be passed b Con-

gress, the white people of this county will with



